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Chapter vinces like Saskatchewan, in both of which re-election
VIII
___'   is not requisite on the first formation of a new ministry
after a general election. A strong protest was made by
Mr. Mackenzie King against the innovation, and the
desire was expressed that it should be restricted to the
formation of a ministry within nine months after an
election, as under the British Act of 1919, but the
complete abolition was successfully defended on the
strength of the British Act of 1926. The real objection
is the possibility of ministerial office being awarded as
the price of political conversion to a man elected as
a supporter of the opposition. The argument which
carried the day was the inconvenience of having to
deny office to able men because they might risk defeat
on standing for re-election.
The Premier has, of course, to secure the Governor's
approval of his selection, but that is practically formal,
though the Governor has the right to object on personal
grounds to any unfit person, and no doubt this power
has been used in some cases to prevent unsuitable
selections. In the Labour Governments of Australia,
however, the selection of ministers is done by the
Parliamentary caucus, and this is extended even to
the Premier, though the form of selection by the
Governor remains. In these cases the Premier's right is
reduced to allocation of portfolios, if even so much is
conceded. To get rid of a minister who will not conform
with the Cabinet views is simple. The Governor could
be advised to remove him under his absolute right to
dismiss, but normally the more elegant and courteous
course is taken of resignation by the Premier, who is
then commissioned to form a new Government whence
the offender is omitted. This plan was used by General